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From the Desk 

of the Director  
    
   Have you ever had 
trouble reading?  I 
have.  Actually, when 
I was in elementary 
school, reading came 
pretty easy to me.  In 
fact, I loved to read 
and spent hours 
throughout my life 

reading books that have made me cry, 
laugh out loud, learn about new ideas, 
and inspired me to think beyond my 
everyday life.  I even went on to college 
to become a Reading Specialist. 
However, this ease of reading has 
changed over time. 

The first time I started misreading 
words was embarrassing.  I was reading 
out loud and read words that didn’t make 
sense. I read slowly while painfully 
trying to focus on the words in front of 
me.  I looked around to observe the faces 
of people nearby and wondered what 
they were thinking of me. I wanted to 
start just making up what was on the 
page or even shut the book and move on 
to something else.  What was going on? 

Thankfully, I had not lost my ability to 
read.  I was just losing my ability to see 
without reading glasses, magnification, 
or additional light. Flipping on my 
glasses or making sure the page in front 
of me was well-lit made everything 
clearer and increased my fluency 
immediately. I was so happy there was a 
swift solution to my problem! At the 
same time, it gave me the experience 
that many of our children suffer on a 
daily basis…the inability to read without 
assistance. It made me realize the 
uneasiness, uncertainty, and uncomfortable 
feeling students may experience when they 
cannot read in the presence of other 
children, their teacher, or parents. 

While the answer for some children 
may be glasses, many other children 
need solutions like exposure to books at 
their reading level, extra practice, home 
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libraries, positive role models, and 
encouragement. Without these opportunities, 
children may continue to struggle to learn 
to read or read to learn.  With the Read by 
Grade Three Law (formerly known as MI 
Third Grade Reading Law), some of these 
students may even face the obstacle of being 
retained or worse, continue to fourth grade 
without knowing how to read proficiently. 

Thankfully, READ mentors provide an 
additional source of assistance for many 
Saginaw County students. The relationships 
that mentors form with students provide the 
enriched environment to build confidence, an 
opportunity to read a variety of books that 
match their interest, and the gift of time that 
makes a child feel special.  Mentors provide 
that specialized lens that makes reading 
become clearer and a goal worth reaching. 

With school starting, I would like to 
thank those of you who have supported 
the READ Association.  Many of you 
have played an active role in being a 
mentor, others have donated generously 
to our program, and still more have 
shared our program with friends and co-
workers, increasing the impact to the 
community.  With your support, students 
have the opportunity to enjoy reading, 
feel confident in their abilities, and open 
doors to a brighter future. 

If you have a moment of not being able 
to read a word, whether it’s because it’s 
difficult to see, it’s written in a different 
language, or is a scientific word you have 
never seen before, think of the child who 
struggles in that way with nearly every 
word. If you don’t want a child to 
experience that, take on the challenge of 
being a light on the path to successful 
reading for children in Saginaw County.  

 

Cynthia Pape 
President/Director 

 
 

Keep posted on the READ 
Mentor Program and new 
programs, READing STARS 
and  Ra i s i ng  Reade rs 
Academy, by liking/following 
R E A D  o n  F a c e b o o k , 
Instagram, and Twitter.  
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Welcome New Board Members 

A Note from Kathy 
 

Faith, Family, and Friends.  
These are what enabled me to get 
through these past few months.  I 
have always had a strong faith. 
Yet when you add all the prayers, 
well wishes, and thoughts from 
my READ friends and their 
families and churches, it made my 
faith much stronger and helped 
pull me through. READ volunteers’ 
support was so appreciated and 
the cards that I received 
brightened my days.   

These past eight years 
working for READ have been 
wonderful, but I have decided to 
retire.  I will continue to be a 
strong supporter of READ and 
attend READ events. Thanks 
again for all your love, support 
and prayers. Your friendship and 
care are truly a blessing and will 
never be forgotten. 

Kathy Rogers 

Our READing STARS program, 
where students read to residents 
at local nursing homes, will be 
expanding this school year. We 
are in need of volunteers who 
would be willing to travel on the 
STARS bus once per week with a 
classroom, accompanied by the 
teacher, to serve as a liaison and 
extra set of hands. This is a 1.5 hr. 
per week commitment and can 
be shared with a friend. 

Please call 989-755-8402 for 
further details. 
We would love 
for you to join 
our team to help 
increase literacy 
proficiency in 
Saginaw County! 

Help Needed! 

Thirty-nine children from Saginaw Public Schools 
spent an adventurous three days of literacy and 
learning at Hartley with the READ Association. 
Students enjoyed their time reading, listening, 
problem solving, building, hiking, creating, exploring, 
discovering, and playing. The young learners 
experienced working together, building confidence, 
learning survival skills, exploring and finding fossils, 
and expanding S.T.E.M. knowledge. Selecting new 
books and reading and interacting with books in 
groups and independently at every opportunity 
provided a positive literacy environment for 
all students. 

Special thanks to Hartley for providing a 
home away from home and incredible 
lessons; STARS (Saginaw Transit Authority 
Regional Services) for safe transportation; 
Nexteer Automotive Steering the Future 
Fund for sponsoring partial student tuition and 
student books; and the many volunteers and 
donors who made everything possible! 

 

READ would like to welcome new Board Members to our literacy 
team.  Kevin Gregory is President of HIRE, and Dr. Kelley A. Peatross is 
Community Affairs Regional Manager at Consumers Energy. We are 

thankful to all of our Board 
Members, Officers and 
volunteers for giving of 
their time and talents to 
help further literacy in the 
lives of children, families 
and the community. 



 
 

Fall Orientation 
 

For all Returning Mentors 
 
 

Monday, September 24th 
 12 noon - 1 pm 
 Historical Society of  
 Saginaw County Castle Museum 
 

 500 Federal Ave - on the corner of  
  South Jefferson Ave. Parking available  
  behind the Museum, on the street,  
  or in Hoyt Library parking lot. 
   

      OR 
 
 

Tuesday, September 25th 
 5:30pm - 6:30pm 
  

 Peace Lutheran Church  
 

 3427 Adams Ave - at the corner of Mackinaw Rd 
  next to Arthur Hill High School. 
  Parking lot is across road on Adams St. 

 
READ Director, Cynthia Pape, will share the updated READ 
Mentor Handbook, as well as information on evaluating 
student growth. 
 

Refreshments provided.  Feel free to bring  
a friend along that might be interested  
in volunteering this year!  
 

No reservation needed,  
attend just one meeting  
that fits your schedule.  
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The sun peeked through on June 20 to find 
over 1,100 parents/guardians and children 
enjoying seventeen literacy booths by 
local organizations including storytelling, 
music, coloring, stickers, bookmarks, 
history lessons, hat decorating, face 
painting, jewelry-making, fun photos, etc. 
and, of course, visiting the animals along 
with train and carousel rides! Children 
received their favorite free books to add to 
their home libraries.  Michigan author Ron 
St. Germain read to interested audiences 
and shared his intriguing books including 
photographed animal antics.  Local 
authors, Jayda & Devonya Brown and 
Emily Deibel, highlighted their published 
books and stories of how they got started 
as writers. Those attending enjoyed the 
light-hearted music provided by Leo & 
Merry Feith that filled the air. 

Many thanks to the Saginaw Children’s 
Zoo, Barnes & Noble, Boy Scout Troop 
342, CAN Council Great Lakes Bay 
Region, The Castle Museum of Saginaw 
County History, SG Photo Booth, Mid-
Michigan Children's Museum, Mid 
Michigan Waste Authority, Public Libraries 
of Saginaw, Covenant Healthcare 
Foundation's Reach Out and Read, Saginaw 
Community Foundation FORCE Youth 
Advisory Committee, St. John Lutheran 
School - Amelith, St. Mary's of Michigan, 
SPSD Birth to 5 Program, Target, Wildfire 
Credit Union, and all of our volunteers, 
sponsors, and media! 

 
 

 

 

December  

7th - 8th - 9th 
 

Friday 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm 
Sunday 12pm - 4pm 

 

The Usborne Book Fair will be 
held at Mid-Michigan  Children’s 
Museum (no museum admission 

fee to attend the book fair), 
benefiting READ and MMCM. 

 

Shop the book fair for 
fun, unique, educational 
books and activities  
at the museum or 
ONLINE : 

www.bookswithsonja.com to support 
literacy in our community.  READ and 
MMCM split fifty percent of all sales 
toward free books. 

 Save the Dates: 

Our D.E.A.R at the Zoo Book 
Basket Raffle winners: 

 

LIVE UNITED 

GIVE UNITED 
 

READ is a United Way of Saginaw 
County Affiliated Program in their 
Education area of focus. Your support of 
the United Way is appreciated as they 
strive to strengthen our community by 
supporting organizations that help 
individuals and families with immediate 
and long term Health, Education and   

                                    Financial needs. 
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Special thanks to the following individuals and organizations for their contributions to READ: Thanks for Sharing! 

Ed & Mary Andrus in memory  
    of Phyllis Yuill 
Anne & John Coursey 
Laura K. Dean in memory  
    of Marcene A. Surian 
Karen & Philip Grimaldi in memory  
    of Bob & Marge Sawyers 
Philip & Karen Grimaldi in memory 
    of Sam & Jo Grimaldi 
Joy Rae Hunter in honor 
    of Beth Richards 
Frank & Julie Keating in memory  
    of Charles Gilfeather 
Pam Koski in memory  
    of Marcene Surian 
Doreen A. Leek in memory  
    of E. Paul Leek 

Kroger - Community Rewards 
Keith & Cheryl Marx in memory  
   of Shirley J. Burgess 
Maria McCarville 
Mary McGregor in memory  
   of Marjorie Schaeffer 
Janice O'Dell 
Mr. & Mrs. Terence J. ONeill  
   in memory of Nadine McGovern 
Andy & Cynthia Pape  
   in memory of Jeannine Simon 
   in memory of Pastor C. William Weis 
Norman & Carol Reinke  
    in memory of Lois Demo 
Ken & Peggy Sutter 
Stella K. Thelen 

2017-2018  BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP 
 

 Novel Sponsor 

      Erie Custom Signs  
 

    Chronicle Sponsor 

      W.L. Case & Co.  
 

 
 

GRANT 
 

The Dow Chemical Company Foundation Donor Advised Fund 
Dow Corning Donor Advised Fund 
The Edward & Erna Ederer Family Foundation Fund 
Saginaw Celebrates Summer presented by  
    Hemlock Semiconductor Group 
Stevens Worldwide Van Lines through  
    Wirt-Rivette Group’s Community Enrichment Leasing Program 
 
ENDOWMENT  
 

Jan & Guy Merriam in memory of 
 Earnest Burnell 
 Marcene Surian 
 Jeannine Simon 
Sara & Paul Larsen in memory of Paul Guldenzoph 
 

BOOK GIVEAWAY CLUB 

Rose Nickodemus 

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS  

Thelma Bailey 
Jeff & Tina McCulloch 

Michael & Marcia Wolohan 

SPONSOR A CHILD 

UNITED WAY OF SAGINAW CO. DESIGNATED DONATIONS 
 

THANK YOU to these additional individuals who designated their 
contributions to READ during the 2017-2018 United Way Campaign. 
READ appreciates all those who support the United Way. 

IN MEMORY OF PAUL GULDENZOPH 

James & Maryann Czolgosz  
Philip Grimaldi  

Cynthia & Andy Pape  
Elinor & Harold Saunders 

Steve Canole 
Delta Door 
Judge David Hoffman 
Spence Brothers 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran    
    Church & School –Amelith 
SVRC 
Wildfire Credit Union 

IN KIND 

Linda M. DeGuise 
Carlos Ramet 
Anne Ritz 

Janet Santos 
Matthew Schuknecht 
Tracy A. Seyuin 

I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County.     
 

Amount Enclosed:     $25     $50      $100    $250      Other $ __________  
 

  
Donor Name(s): ________________________________________________________________   Phone __________________ 
                           (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged) 
 
Address ____________________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______    Zip ___________ 
 
Email  _____________________________________________ 
 
This Gift is made:    In Memory of       In Honor of       In Celebration of   ________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                  Person(s) / Family / Occasion 
 

Send Gift Acknowledgement to (if applicable):  Name(s): ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______    Zip ____________ 
 
Make general contributions payable to READ Association. 
Mail all contributions to: READ Association,  
100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 401, Saginaw, MI  48607 

Help Light the Path to Reading 

Or donate online at  www.READinSaginaw.org  



 

The READ Association of 

Saginaw County is a 501 (c)(3) 

non-profit organization whose 

mission is to help students      

improve their reading skills and 

discover the joy of reading. 

 

“You’ll miss  

the best things  

if you keep your  

eyes shut.” 
 

- Dr. Seuss 

READ Association of Saginaw County 

100 S. Jefferson, Suite 401 

Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

 

 

      

  Upcoming READ Events: 
 

Fall Orientation Meeting*: 
 

  Monday, September  24   12 noon - 1pm  at the Castle Museum 

      or 
 

  Tuesday, September  25   5:30pm - 6:30pm   

      at  Peace Lutheran Church       *See page 3 for details 

Thank  

You 

Sponsors 


